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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the concurrent resolution, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

91, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
on rollcall Nos. 90 and 91, due to delay of the 
plane coming in from Los Angeles to Dulles, 
I missed the votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ on both. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, on April 
26 I inadvertently voted ‘‘yea’’ on final 
passage of H.R. 503, the Unborn Victims 
of Violence Act, when it was my strong 
intent to vote ‘‘no’’ on the bill. I feel 
that the best way to protect the fetus 
is to better protect the woman, and be-
cause this legislation fails to address 
the need for legislation to prevent and 
punish violence against women, I 
would not support this or any other 
similar bill. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 10, COMPREHENSIVE RE-
TIREMENT SECURITY AND PEN-
SION REFORM ACT OF 2001 

Mr. Reynolds, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 107–53) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 127) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 10) to provide for pension 
reform, and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO FAM-
ILY, FRIENDS, AND COWORKERS 
OF VERONICA ‘‘RONI’’ BOWERS 
AND CHARITY BOWERS 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on International Relations be 
discharged from further consideration 

of the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 117) expressing sympathy to the 
family, friends, and coworkers of 
Veronica ‘‘Roni’’ Bowers and Charity 
Bowers, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
Isakson). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from North 
Carolina? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, and I shall 
not object, will the gentleman please 
explain the purpose of the resolution. 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, on 
April 20, 2001, a Peruvian fighter jet 
mistakenly shot down a small seaplane 
carrying Baptist missionaries from 
Muskegon, Michigan, over the jungles 
of Peru. Believing that the small plane 
was engaged in drug trafficking, the 
Peruvian pilot attacked this small air-
craft, killing two of its passengers, a 
mother and her infant daughter, and 
severely wounding the pilot. 

As you may know, Roni Bowers, her hus-
band James, their 6-year-old son Cory and 7- 
month-old adopted daughter Charity were fly-
ing aboard the seaplane when it was inter-
cepted and attacked by the Peruvian fighter. 

The aircraft, owned by the Association of 
Baptists for World Evangelism, was en route 
to Iquitos, Peru to acquire visa documents for 
newly adopted Charity. Although severely 
wounded in the attack, pilot Kevin Donaldson 
was able to land the plane safely. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Speaker, Roni and Charity Bowers 
were killed in the burst of gunfire. James and 
Cory Bowers escaped serious injury in the in-
cident. An investigation into this matter is now 
underway. 

H. Con. Res. 117 expresses Congress’ 
deepest and most heartfelt sympathy to 
James and Cory Bowers, their extended fam-
ily, and to their friends and fellow mission-
aries. It commends wounded pilot Kevin Don-
aldson for his bravery and skill in safely land-
ing his crippled aircraft and wishes him a 
speedy recovery. Finally, it calls on the Gov-
ernments of the United States and Peru to un-
dertake a cooperative and thorough investiga-
tion into this incident to ensure that similar in-
cidents will be avoided in the future. 

I want to commend my colleague from 
Michigan, Mr. HOEKSTRA, for this timely and 
important resolution and I join him in extend-
ing my personal condolences to the Bowers 
family. I urge my colleagues to support this 
passage. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, con-
tinuing my reservation, let me just 
share a few facts about the tragedy on 
April 20. 

James and Veronica, also known as 
Roni Bowers of Muskegon, Michigan, 
were missionaries affiliated with the 
Calvary Church of Fruitport, Michigan, 
and the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism. The Bowerses con-
ducted their Christian mission work 
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